STAMPS, IRELAND. 



Return to an Order of the Honourable House of Commons, 
dated 19th April 1821 \—for 

A Copy of the APPOINTMENT of R. Meade, late distributer of Stamps 
for Limerick ; and of any Report or Correspondence from or to the Commis- 
sioners of Stamps in Ireland, or of any Extracts therefrom, relating to any 
Payment of Money which may have been made, by any person, in relation 
to that Appointment. 



SCHEDULE. 






N° x — Deposition of John Meade Thomas. 

N° 2. — - - D“ - - of Edmond Fennell. 
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• tv '° 1 4- — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Peel, dated 24 Nov. 1817. 
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N 9 18— Oath taken by Mr. Meade on his Appointment. 



N* 1. Deposition of John Meade Thomas; in the matter of John Meade 
Thomas and Edmond Fennell, Bankrupts. 

Royal Exchange, Dublin, 2nd September 1817. 

TOHN MEADE THOMAS, one of the bankrupts, being sworn and ex- 

the maior 0 ^ f ^ ^ ■ at the P lace above by and before- 

part of the Commtssloners named and authorized in and by a commis- 

Fennell of"the c tvT T id “ d , ,ssued againsc John Meade Thomas and Edmond 
t ®", 1 ,? * he c “y °f Limerick, merchants, dealers and chapmen, upon his oatli 
satth, that the sum of 1,484/. 4*. id. appearing on the credit side N- . now 
produced to deponent, formed part of a sum of about 3,000/. given by deponent 
to Major Vereker; saith, deponent gave said sum of 3,000/. to Major Vereker as 
a compliment for bis resigning his situation in the stamp-office, and J for deponent’s 
sabh R It, har - d bel " S “PP°“ ted thereto, but deponent was not bound to pav saui sum ■ 
snath, the six notes mentioned m the books N" 2, now exhibited to deponent on 
whidi deponent borrowed a sum of 3,000/. from Messrs. Roche & Co. of Limerick 
were passed, hut deponent cannot at present ascertain for what purpose deponent 
ra sed said sum, but on inspection ot his books deponent can ascertain the P same ■ 
saith, that the payment ot the said sum of 3,000 1 . by deponent to Major Vereker 

aUuded to^and^ d ° , w ' tl ! l 1 ’ e , PP 0 ' ,lt,I >g °. f deponent’s son to the situation above 
Alluded to, and was totally unconnected with it. 
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N* 2. — Deposition of Edmond Fennell ; in the matter of John Meade 
Thomas and Edmond Fennell, Bankrupts. 

Royal Exchange, Dublin, 2nd September 1817. 

EDMOND FENNELL, one of the bankrupts, being suorn, and examined the 
day and year and at the place above mentioned, by and before the major part of the 
Commissioners named and authorized in and by a commission of bankrupt awarded 
and issued against John Meade Thomas and Edmond Fennell of the city of Limerick, 
merchants, dealers and chapmen, upon his oath saith, that he knows Major Vereker 
was not a punctual man in his money transactions, but was a very unpunctual man ; 
and saith, there were executions against him. Major Vereker; saith, deponent does 
not know of Major Vereker’s having paid in money to Mr. Meade the said 
sum of 1,484/. 45. S d. ; saitli, deponent understood from Mr. Meade that he 
made Major Vereker a compliment of said sum ; and saith, he also under- 
stood from him, that Mr. Meade has made a compliment of more money than said 
sum of 1,484/. 4s. 8 c/. to Major Vereker, amounting altogether to near 3,000/. 
or thereabouts ; saith, he had this information from Mr. Meade himself; saith, 
that money transactions were for years going on, but that the majority of them were 
from 1815 to 1816; saith, that Mr. Meade made said compliment of 3,000/. or 
thereabouts, alter Major Vereker bad resigned the situation of stamp-distributer 
in Limerick, and that Mr. Meade’s son Richard had been appointed to that 
situation. 

(Signed) Edmond Fennell. 



, N* 3. — Letter of Mr. Meade, to the Commissioners of Stamps. 

Honourable Sirs, Dublin, October 1 7th, 1817. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., 
communicating to me the pleasure of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant that 
I should be thenceforth suspended from my situation as distributer of stamps for 
the county and city of Limerick; and expressing “ the readiness of your honourable 
board to receive any thing which the parties concerned may have to offer in vindi- 
cation of their conduct.” 

In the transactions which thus threaten to foreclose the official prospects of a 
young man, and I hope, in your mind, a deserving officer, it could not be alleged or 
insinuated that I was either a party to them, or in any way cognizant of them ; but 
as I am the chief sufferer from them, I have felt it as my duty to inform myself on 
the facts, and I avail myself of your permission to submit how these transactions 
c,annot bear the impression imputed to them by accident and ingenuity. 

The accusation is, that my situation was procured by Major Vereker for 3,000/. 
paid to him for that purpose by my father. To substantiate this charge as against 
me, .1 humbly submit that two circumstances should combine ; first that he received 
the money for the place, and secondly that he procured the place for me. 

- In respect to the first point, I readily admit that he was a debtor to my father to 
the amount of 3,000/., this is the sum total of the money transactions, and it is 
inferred from some expressions of my father which occurred in a situation of 
difficulty, misfortune, and agitation, that this total sum was paid by him to Major 
Vereker for this purpose. 

The entire of his deposition should be taken together ; and in collecting his 
meaning, or examining the fact, whilst the passage from which this inference is 
drawn is relied upon, the subsequent passage should not be discarded, in which he 
asserts that the payment of this money had no connexion with the procurement of 
the place. 

Permit me to refer your Honourable Board to a few facts on this subject, which 
from their nature cannot err, and which, I believe, must satisfy your minds that the 
first passage in my father’s depositions cannot be considered to the exclusion of the 
second, nor admit the inference contended for, without imputing to his words a 
meaning which it could not be his intention to convey. 

The books of the firm will prove that it is impossible that this money could be 
given as a consideration for the procurement of this situation. To give the corrupt 
character contended for to this money transaction, it would be necessary to believe 

that 
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that this debt of 3,000/., was either incurred or cancelled in contemplation of the 
procurement of this place; now it is impossible that it could be so incurred, because 
the books will show that the greater part of this debt accrued not only many years 
before Major Vereker resigned, but many years before he procured that situation 
to which I succeeded, and therefore it was impossible that this money could have 
been either given or lent in contemplation of the receiver resigning a place which 
he did not procure for many years after, and did not resign until four years after he 
had procured it. Therefore this debt could not accrue in contemplation of a 
resignation which it was impossible to foresee ; and then the question comes to this, 
was the debt cancelled in remuneration for its procurement? It is here humbly 
submitted that is not the fact, but the reverse is fact. The debt was not 
cancelled, but the debt was recorded, a receipt was not given, but a bond was 
exacted ; but here it may be said, perhaps, the bond was only exacted until the 
promise of procuring the place was fulfilled ; this indeed would have been the case 
had the transaction been of the corrupt character contended for; but the bond was 
not cancelled when I was appointed ; it was preserved, and for a long time after ; 
and I therefore humbly submit that the exacting the bond where, in a corrupt 
transaction, a receipt would have been given in evidence that my father considered 
Major Vereker as his bona fide, debtor, and his retaining the bond after my appoint- 
ment, and for a long time after, is further proof that he did not consider the liability 
of my predecessor at all altered by my appointment. 

Therefore in point of time it is quite impossible that this debt could have accrued 
in contemplation of the place ; and in point of fact the debt was not cancelled, 
but on the contrary recorded and retained long after my appointment. 

It is very true, that since the bankruptcy this bond was returned to Major 
Vereker; but it is well known to every man in business, that this transfer could in 
no way weaken the demand, nor diminish his liability to the assignees in respect to 
a debt which could not be concealed, and evidence of which, as the fact proved, 
appeared on the books. 

.The retaining of the bond, although it could not, nor was not intended, to annul 
it, answered however one excusable purpose, it afforded Major Vereker time to 
provide for it; an indulgence of the highest object to him, as his solvency was con- 
tingent on the demise of the late Lord Gort, and my father felt that he owed him 
this degreee of indulgence for the friendship existing between the families. Had 
the bond been left in the hands of the assignee, it might, and probably would, have 
have been enforced immediately, to the injury of his friend, without any service to 
his other creditors, because at the time it was absolutely impossible that its demand 
could be met by Major Vereker. 

How then can an ordinary debt be regarded as the purchase-money of a place 
which could not have accrued in contemplation of the place, nor was ever attempted 
to be cancelled? which, from the exaction and preservation of the bond, is proved 
to be always considered by the bankrupt as a good subsisting debt, and which still 
survives a good and valid debt to his creditors. 

Therefore it is humbly submitted, that before blame could attach to me, the 
Government of the country should believe that this uncancelled debt, of the growth 
of nearly twenty years, had been paid by my father to Major Vereker in contem- 
plation of his resigning a place to which he was not appointed for many years after 
the greater part of it accrued; nay more, it would be necessary to believe that 
Major Vereker procured this place for me. 

I certainly admit that he w as my immediate predecessor ; that iny father was his 
creditor; and that his brother, Colonel Vereker, was my patron; but I do not 
admit that he procured my situation ; and I do not believe that he had the power to 
do it. 

My father and our family had been for many years efficient supporters of the 
Vereker interest in our native city, for which we had encountered much party feel- 
ing from many of that class, with whom we agreed in religious sentiments, and also 
much active hostility from those with whom we happened to differ in political 
opinions. 

These exertions and inconveniences, coupled with a long family intercourse, did 
not fail to make a strong impression on Colonel Vereker, and the head of that 
family, and a long series of services were reciprocated by a strong recommendation 
of me to the Government ; and so far as personal conduct may justify that recom- 
mendation, I appeal to this Honourable Board, and every superior in your establish- 
ment, who may have had an opportunity of observing my conduct. 

,527- I therefore 
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I. therefore venture to express an humble hope that I may not be punished with 
such severity for he alleged demerits of others, and be discarded front that compe- 
tence and official prospects to which I had accustomed myself to look forward for 
an honourable and industrious independence, merely because the brother of mv 
pat, on happened to be a creditor to my father; and that local politics and party 
feeling have been exerted with active ingenuity to combine accidents with perverted 
iacts, and make the misfortunes ot a father instrumental to the ruin of a son 
I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

your most obedient bumble servant, 

(Signed) Richard Mead, 

Distributer of Stamps for county 
and city of Limerick. 



N° 4. — Affidavit of Richard Meade. 

“ EADE - dislrib “‘« “f Stamps for the county and 

71 I V L'merick, came before me this day, and being sworn on the 

Holy Evangelists, saith, that he has read with attention the letter which he had the 
honour to address to the honourable the Commissioners of Stamps, of the 16th 
instant, and that all the facts therein alleged, so far as they consist with his know- 
ledge are true, and that all the facts therein alleged, of which he had not means of 
knowledge, are 111 his sincere belief, also true and fairly represented ; and that all 
the inferences drawn m that letter are, in deponent's firm persuasion, deduced hr 
strict conformity to the truth, reason, and justice of the case ; and, in conclusion 
deponent refers to the oath which he swore on receiving his appointment, and all 
the matters contained m that oath, he hereby again on oath sincerely re-affirms 

« ,, , Sworn before me at Dublin this 22d day of October 

(Signed) R, chard Meade. (Signed? Joseph Gabbett. 



N " 5 -— Affidavit of John Meade Thomas. 

2 f} JOH f f MEADE THOMAS, of the city of Limerick, merchant, 

1 ,1 .1 ' came before me this day, and being sworn on the Holy Evangelists 

rnaketh oath and saith, that the situation of his son Richard Meade, a/ distributer of 
tamps for the county and city ot Limerick, was not in any manne;- procured by or 
through the interest of Major Vereker; saith, that it was procured by Colonel 
Vereker, now Lord Gort as an act of reciprocity for a long series of friendly and' 
useful exertions ; saith, that deponent never entered into any previous stipulation 
whatever on the subject, nor did he ever give one shilling L any person for he 
procurement of such situation ; saith, that the debt of 3,10c tl. due to him by Maior 
Vereker was total y unconnected with said appointment; saith, that fj nearfy 
twenty years past be has been accommodating said Major Vereker with sums of 

money, anil that toe said sums amounted aitogether to the sum of 3, tool- saith ‘ 

that be took Major Vereker s bond and warrant for said sum ; saith, that a very close 
intimacy subsisted for a series of years between deponent and Colonel Vercke? now 
Lord Col t. Deponent rendered himself extremely useful in supporting the city 
merest of said Colonel Vereker; saith, that he incurred, in consequence much 
hostility h orn those ot his own religious persuasion ; saith, that Colonel Vereker in 
consideration ot those services, and his regard for deponent and his family did 
stronjy recommend unto the Government deponent’s son, Richard Mead I who 
wus accordingly appointed to tile situation, vacant bv the resignation of Maior 
7 “ salt1 ?' tbat l . he f saKl appointment took place inFebruary Istfi, and that he 
lias had the said bond of 3,100 I. in his possession for half a year before and one 
yeai after said appointment of Ins son to said situation ; Deponent further saith that 
aving become senousl, embarrassed in bis affairs, and a commission of ^ bfmkrnp 
having been instituted against Inn., he did in the month of Jannary ,St7 give „„ K 
the said Major Vereker his said bond for 3,100/. but saith that it was not” with any' 
mention ot annulling the said debt, but in order to afford Major Vereker more 

n“iod° todo so 8 " aS , il "°“ W be Utter 'y im l 10ssiWe for % a ‘ that 

onn’n d ■ A d , 1 cp01,e " t knowing that a warrant being attached to said 
bond, the assignees, who were altogether hostile to Major Vereker, would imme- 
diately proceed against him by execution, and his dependence beim- chiefly on his 
expectations from the death of Ins uncle, the late Lord Oort, who shortly after 

died. 
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died, he would be seriundy injured by such a proceeding, not only in point of 
immediate embarrassment, but ot the unfavourable impression which such circum- 
stances might produce in the mind of his said uncle, whose impressions at that 
time being likely to be bis last impressions, must have a great effect on the fulfil- 
ment of those expectations which Major Vereker might naturally entertain 
Deponent saitli that this indulgence was due to Major Vereker, but denies that 
either the loan of said sums, or the surrender of said bond were connected, in any 
shape, with the resignation or appointment, because the principal part of the debt 
had accrued before ever Major Vereker had been appointed to the place, and the 
bond was not so surrendered until twelve months after deponent’s son’s appoint- 
ment ; saith, that he did depose before the Commissioners of Bankrupt, on the 
2d day of September last, that he did give it as a compliment to Major Vereker 
lor his resignation, but also said that the deponent was not bound to do the same' 
nor had any previous or subsequent bargain ever existed. But deponent saith that 
the said compliment consisted solely in the indulgence which he now alludes to 
and not to the payment of any sum of money ; but saith, that an indulgence was 
the exclusive sense in which he used the word “ Compliment,” nor does he think 
that the word compliment as applied to 3000 /.'could indeed be used bv anv one in 
any other sense. “ J 

Sworn before me, at Dublin, the 22d dav of October, 1817. 

(Signed) John Meade Thomas. " (Signed) John Alley. 



N° 6. — Affidavit of Thomas Meade. 

MEADE - of the Firm of O'Brien, Meade and Co. of 
1 ,, , ’ - . d CIty ’ merchant - came before me this day, and being sworn on 

the Holy Evangelists, saith, that he is the brother of John Meade Thomas, of the 
city of Limerick, and that in the month of December last he saw, amon<r certain 
papers of the said John Meade Thomas, a bond and warrant, signed by Major John 
Vereker, of the city of Limerick, brother to Lord Gort, for the sum of 3,100/. 
Deponent further saith, that it was immediately previous to the failure of the house 
o the said John Meade Thomas, that he saw the said bond; which failure took 
place in the month ot December last. 

✓o- ^, Sworn belore me at Dublin, this 22d day of October, 1817. 

(Signed) Thomas Meade. (Signed) Thomas Herbert. 



N° 7 .^Affidavit of Edmond Fennell. 

FENNELL, of the Firm of John Meade Thoma, 
... , ,, . and Ldmond I'ermeU, of the city of Limerick, came before me 

tins day and being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, saith, that he has been a partner 
in said Firm for nearly twenty years ; saith, that Major Vereker commenced his 
dealings about that period with said John Meade Thomas, and continued the same 
clown to the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen ; saith, that his money 
transactions were about the sum of 3,100/., and not more, for which sum lie passed 
unto the said John Meade Thomas his bond and warrant ; saith, that deponent 
always regarded and looked upon the said bond as part of the funds of the said 
Finn, and consequently as a valid debt, and never heard, or was informed, to the 
contrary, and, when an amicable adjustment of the aflkirs of said Firm was in 
negotiation, and when the vesting of all their property in the hands of Trustees for 
the payment of their debts was likely to have taken place, Deponent did exhibit a 
statement at a general meeting of the creditors of said Finn in January 1817, in 
which statement said bond of 3,100/. was scheduled out, and made as a component 
part of the funds of the Firm ; saith, at that period, said bond was among the 
vaiuable papers of said Firm. Deponent saith, that when the attempt to arrange 
the affairs of the Firm amicably had proved abortive, and that the commission of 
bankrupt instituted against them was determined to be proceeded upon, lie, the said 
Deponent, did then commence to draw out a schedule for the Commissioners of 
Bankrupt; and it was then that he first missed the said bond of 3,100/.; and hav- 
mg applied therefore to his partner, the said John Meade Thomas, he did learn 
that said John Meade Thomas did give up the said bond to Major Vereker; and 
said John M<?ade Thomas did at the same time observe, that it was the only way he 
saw of saving the said Major Vereker from the immediate hostility of an hostile 
'{fi-j D assignee 
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assignee, by -obtaining in this manner for him the time and consequent indulgence 
which he knew would not be afforded by the assignees. Deponent swears that this is 
the information which he had from the said John Meade Thomas, and knoweth not 
further any matter relating thereto. 

Sworn before me at Dublin, this 22d day of October, 1817. 
(Signed) Edmond Fennell. (Signed) Joseph Gabbett. 



N° 8. — Deposition of Edmond Fennell ; in the matter of Meade and 
Fennell, Bankrupts. 

Royal Exchange, Dublin, 4th November 1S17. 

THE bankrupt, Edmond Fennell, being sworn, and by and before the major part of 
the Commissioners in this matter upon his oath saith, he knows Mr. John Vereker ; 
saith, Mr. Meade, deponent’s partner, had a bond of said John Vereker for 3,100/. 
or thereabouts, and which bond Mr. Meade had after his bankruptcy ; saith, he 
believes, but is not certain, that said bond was dated in August 181.5 or 1816, but 
■which year deponent cannot say ; saith, part of the consideration of said bond was 
the particulars expressed in an account now exhibited to deponent and marked D, 
and likewise securities of said Vereker ’s, which were held by deponent’s partner 
for near twenty years previous to the execution of the bond ; saith, deponent's 
partner gave said bond to said Vereker, as deponent believes, but what particular 
day be so gave it, deponent cannot say, but saith he knows it must be after Iris 
bankruptcy; saith, when deponent applied to Mr. Meade his partner for the bond, 
he told deponent that he had given up same to Mr. Vereker; saith, said bond was 
not returned in deponent’s schedule, but said Meade told deponent that he would 
save said Vereker harmless as long as he could, but ivould finally return said debt 
in his schedule ; saith, deponent believes the object of said Meade in holding said 
bond was to prevent said Vereker being pressed or sued for the amount thereof as 
long as he could ; saith, deponent saw said bond among said Meade’s papers after 
their stoppage; saith, deponent believes said Vereker’s account is truly entered in 
the books of deponent’s firm, and under true dates, as far as deponent knows or 
believes ; saith, that at the time deponent was endeavouring to settle his affairs 
with his creditors, said bond was in the possession of deponent’s house, and was 
returned by them as part of their property; saith, the balance on foot of said account 
marked D, was partly liquidated by said bond ; saith, deponent does not know 
who prepared or witnessed said bond ; saith, said bond was a printed bond, and 
deponent had same frequently in his hands ; saith he was not present at the execution" 
thereof, and does not know when same was executed. 

Edmond Fennell. 



9 • — Deposition of John Meade Thomas ; in the matter of Meade & Fennell, 
Bankrupts. 

Royal Exchange, Dublin, 4th November, 1817. 

1 HE bankrupt. John Meade Thomas, being duly sworn and examined upon his 
bath, saith he knows Mr. John Vereker, and saith, deponent had a security of said 
John Vereker for 3,100/. dated in August 1815 or 1816, which he does not 
recollect. Saith deponent believes he restored said bond to said Vereker in 1817, 
but whether any one was present when he handed same to him, does not recollect, 
and saith said bond was filled by deponent himself in deponent's own office, as he 
believes, and saith said bond was witnessed by a person named Morris, and a warrant 
was annexed to it; saith, deponent had said bond after his stoppage, and included it 
in the list of property returned to his creditors. And saith he did not yet return 
same in his schedule, but intended to do so. Saith the dealings between said 
Vereker and deponent for about forty years were consolidated in said bond. Saith 
all deponents dealings with said Vereker do not appear on his books. And saith 
•that no dealings except a dealing amounting to about 1,400/. with said Vereker 
appear on the lace of deponent’s books. Saith he considered all his dealings with 
said Vereker closed by said bond. Saith, deponent believes all his dealings except 
said bond transaction appear on his books, but refers to Mr. Fennell, who kept said 
books principally with Mr. Hilliard. Saith, said Vereker did not ask for said bond, 
but deponent gave same voluntarily to him; saith, deponent wished to get him in- 
dulgence, and saith that what deponent now calls indulgence, he on a former occasion 

called 
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called a compliment. Saith deponent wished to prevent the assignees, who were 
not friendly to said Vereker, from getting said bond and warrant, so as to sue Said 
Vereker thereon. Saith deponent has looked on die account marked D, and saith 
the balance at the foot of said account was comprised in said bond, and the 
remainder of the consideration was old bonds of said Vereker held by deponent 
for twenty years past. And saith deponent told Mr. Fennell he gave up said bond, 
and of his intention ultimately to return same in schedule. Saith he cannot tell 
when he told him same. 

John Meade Thomas. 



/ ff 



N* to. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Peel, dated the 
30th September, 1817. 

Sir, Stamp-Office, Dublin, 30th September, 1817. 

BEING informed that upon an examination of Mr. Meade, a bankrupt, and 
father to Mr. Meade, the distributer of stamps for Limerick, by the Commissioners 
of Bankrupts it appeared that a sum of money had been paid by Mr. Meade’s, 
father to Mr. Vereker, the late distributer for Limerick, for having resigned his 
office, and procured the appointment for his, the bankrupt’s son; we directed one 
of the clerks of our solicitor’s office to ascertain the fact, and have the honour to 
enclose a copy of his report upon the subject, together with a copy of the office oath 
administered to the distributer previous to his being sworn into office ; at the same 
time w r e beg to observe, that although we feel it incumbent on us to inform you of 
this circumstance, we have not the slightest reason to apprehend that Mr. Meade, 
the distributer, had any knowledge whatsoever of the transaction. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Right honourable Robert Peel, (Signed) IV. Gore, 

Sic. & c. &c. E. Glascock. 



N* 11. — Letter from Mr. Peel to the Commissioners, dated the 
3d October 1817. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 3d October, 1817. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 30th uit. 
stating, that being informed that upon examination of Mr. Meade, a bankrupt, and 
father to Mr. Meade the distributer of stamps for Limerick, by the Commissioners of 
Bankrupts, it appeared that a sum of money had been paid by Mr. Meade’s father 
to Mr. Vereker the late distributer for Limerick, for having resigned his office, and 
procured the appointment for his, the bankrupt’s, son, you directed one of your 
solicitor’s clerks to ascertain the fact, of whose report upon the subject you enclosed 
a copy, together with a copy of the oath of office administered to the distributer 
previously to his being sworn into office, at the same time observing, that although 
you feel it incumbent upon you to report this circumstance, you have not the slightest 
reason to apprehend that Mr. Meade the distributer had any knowledge whatever of 
the transaction. 

In reply, I am directed by his Excellency to express his concern that you have 
not made an earlier communication to the Government upon a subject of so much 
importance. Your letter to me bearing date 30th September, when it appears 
that you received on the 3d ultimo the report of one of your officers with respect to 
the sale of an office in your department. 

His Excellency directs that you will forthwith suspend Mr. Meade, and that you 
will enter into the most serious investigation of this transaction, and with that view 
that you will communicate with the Commissioners of Bankrupts, and ascertain 
from them the precise circumstances which appeared with respect to this transaction 
upon the investigation before them ; and that you will procure and forward copies of 
the depositions which are stated by your officer to have been signed and sworn to 
by the bankrupts, and to w hich you are referred by him for further information. 

I am to desire you will report to me the result of your inquiries, in the course pf 
527. which 
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which you will give an opportunity to the parties implicated to urge any thing thev 
*nay have to state in vindication of their conduct * y S } 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

. A our most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) Rob' Peel. 



(No. 12.) Letter from the Commissioners of Stamps to Mr. Peel, 
dated 7th Nov. 1817. 

- S ' r ’ Stamp-Office, Dublin, yth November 181“ 

mieucK, ana enter into the most serious investigation of transactions whi/l. 

iiMsnKw ¥r * 

’ ■ ? l h ld commun| rate with the Commissioners of Bank- 

an ju p„,, unity of Urging any thing they ifviEoZf S 

ealjla\^ 

the l’rh - ' o J Meade ,tated . »•■«> examined before the Board contain oil 
h \£ h r P ? K ? C °" ceive necessary to urge in their defence, 
von for n: P e bser , ve ' tba ' ™ should have sooner laid these documents before 

rijaarf 

and " e submit “P- dep": 

here "' ltl1 tran smitted contain all the evidence we have been able 

us with such fortl,er ; “” s - * 
W e have the honour to be. Sir, 

Right Hon. Robert Peel Y °“ r ”’° St ° l “ :die ” t h “ mble se ™nts, 

&c. fee. &c. ’ Howard. 

William Gore. 
Edward, Glascock. 



N-I 3 .-Letter from Mr. Peel to the Commissioners, dated the 
22d November, 1817. 

. Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 23d November, jSi 7 

4tSS5 'T^XlaTT- Tf 0 ™ 8 Se ' era ' dl “ con- 

' Meade • 
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Meade; and to express his Excellency’s opinion, that if such opportunity has not 
been given, it ought to be, without delay ; and that Mr. Vereker should be ap- 
prized of the substance of the affidavits N os I and 2, sworn at the Royal Exchange 
on the 2d September, before the Commissioners of Bankrupts. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

Commissioners of Stamp Duties. Robert Peel 



N° 14. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Peel, dated the 
24th November, 1817. 

Sir, Stamp-Office, Dublin, 24th November 1817. 

WE had the honour of receiving your letter of the 22d instant, requesting to be 
informed whether any opportunity was given to the late distributer of stamps for 
Limerick, Mr. Vereker, to explain the circumstances connected with his surrender 
of the office of stamp distributer of Limerick, and the subsequent appointment of 
Mr. Meade; and expressing His Excellency’s opinion, that if such opportunity has 
not been given, it ought to be without delay; and that Mr. Vereker should be 
apprized of the substance of the affidavits N°* 1 & 2, sworn at the Royal Exchange, 
on the 2d September, before the Commissioners of Bankrupts. 

And in reply, we beg leave to inform you, that we did not feel ourselves 
authorized to call upon Mr. V ereker for any explanation of the circumstances 
connected with his surrender of the office of stamp distributer for Limerick; but 
that agreeably to His Excellency’s opinion, we have lost no time in calling upon 
Mr. Vereker for such an explanation as he can give, and have apprized him of the 
substance of the affidavits N“ 1 & 3, sworn before the Commissioners of Bankrupts, 
at the Royal Exchange, on the 2d September last. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Right honourable Robert Peel, W m Gore, 

&c. &c. &c. J B. Fitzgerald, 

Edw. Glascock. 



N° 1 5. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Peel, dated the 
2d December 1817. 

Sir, Stamp-Office, Dublin, 2nd December, 1817. 

HAVING called upon Mr. Vereker the late distributer of stamps for Limerick 
to explain the circumstances connected with the surrender of the office of distributer 
of stamps for Limerick, and the subsequent appointment of Mr. Meade, and having 
apprized him of the substance of the affidavits N 0> 1 & 2: 

We have the honour to enclose to you, for His Excellency’s information, a copy 
of a letter we received from Mr. Vereker on the subject. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants,, 

Wm. Gore. 



Right honourable Robert Peel 
&c. &c. &c. 



John Trench. 
Edward Glascock. 



16. — Report from the First Clerk in Solicitor’s Office to the Commissioners, 
dated November 5th 1817. 

Gentlemen, Stamp-Office, 5th November, 1817. 

IN obedience to your orders I attended the examinations of Messrs. Meade and 
Fennell, at the Royal Exchange, on the 4th instant ; and I have now to state to 
you that the bankrupts stated that at the time they stopped payment they had a 
bond of Major Vereker’s for 3,100/., which was perfected by him in 1815 or 1816; 
and that at the time this bond was passed, accounts which had been for years run- 
527* C ning 
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ning on, were then settled, and the balance for which the bond was passed was then 
struck as due by Major Vereker, and that the sum of 1,484/. 4 *- 8 d. mentioned in 
former depositions of the bankrupts, copies of which I have had the honour of 
laying before you, formed part of the consideration of the bond; that this bond had 
been returned in a statement of the bankrupts affairs laid before their creditors • 
that this bond, after the bankrupts stopped payment, was delivered up bv the 
bankrupt, Meade Thomas, to Major Vereker, for the purpose, as he the bankrupt 
stated, of procuring indulgence for Major Vereker, and preventing his assignees 
issuing execution upon the bond ; and that this indulgence was what he had called 
T P *, n . h ’ S former de P° sition . and that he ultimately intended to return 
this bond on his final examination. I beg to add, that the bankrupts depositions 
to the foregoing effect are now on the file of proceedings under the commission, and 
to which I beg to refer. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

To the Commissioners of Stamps, Thomas Leonard, 

&c. &c. &c. 1st Clerk in Solicitor's Office. 



No. 1 7— Appointment of Mr. Meade to be Distributer of Stamps for Limerick. 

To all whom these presents shall come, Greeting :-Know 
Whitworth. jy®> we * 3ein g Commissioners for the stamping and marking 
, of vel T 1 T um > Parchment, and paper, with the duties thereupon 
payable to His Majesty, His heirs and successors, appointed by His Majesty's 
commission or letters patent under the Great Seal of Ireland, in pursuance of the 
several powers and authorities to us given and granted, as well by the said com- 
mission as otherwise, have deputed, constituted, empowered and appointed, and by 
these presents do depute, constitute, empower and appoint, Richard Meade, esq. to 
be distributer of vellum parchment and paper marked or stamped with the duties 
payable thereon to His Majesty, His heirs and successors, within the county and 
city of Limerick, in the room of John Vereker, esq. resigned, and collector of all 
duties and sums of money arising therefrom and growing due and payable for 
the same; and also collector of all sum and sums of money which shall arise and 
grow due for or in respect of the duties payable to His Majesty, His heirs and 
successors, upon advertisements in any gazette, newspaper, or journal, which is or 
are and shall be printed or published within the said county and city of Limerick. 

We do hereby approve of this Ap-j ^ nd we do hereby grant unto the said Richard Meade 
pointment. Given at His Majesty’s I full power and authority to do and perform all lawful acts 
^eLl?v Ub i 8 n i 6 thiS day | and thin ° s ’ P ovvers and authorities whatsoever which shall be 
. , necessary and requisite to be done and executed in and about 

such distribution and collection in the said county and city of Limerick ; and in 
discharge of the said office and trust, for and during such time as we, or the com 
missioners for the time being for the stamping and marking of vellum, parchment 
and paper, and managing the duties thereupon, shall think fit. And all justices of 

By His Excellency’s Command, the peace, mayors, sheriffs, constables, and all other His 
Wjlliam Gregory. Majesty’s Officers whom it may concern, are hereby prayed 
and required to be aiding and assisting unto him the said Richard Meade in 
the due execution of this our commission. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, the 22d dav of 
January in the fifty-sixth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, by the grace of God ot the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, and m the year of our Lord One 
thousand Eight hundred and sixteen. 

William Gore. ( seal.) John Trench, (seal.) Edward Glascock, {seal 

To Richard Meade, Esq. hereby appointed Distributer for 
the county and city of Limerick. 
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N" 18. — Oath taken by Mr. Meade on his appointment. 

Form of Oath to be taken pursuant to the orders of Government by persons 
previous to their being appointed to an employment by the Commissioners of 
stamp-duties. 

I, Richard Meade, do voluntarily make oath, that neither I, or any person with 
my knowledge, direction, consent or belief, have or hath given, nor are to give, any 
fee, gratuity, compensation or reward, to any person or persons whatsoever, for or 
in consideration of my obtaining the employment of distributer of stamps for the 
county and city of Limerick ; and that I have not given nor promised to give, directly 
or indirectly, by myself, or by any other person in trust for me, or on my 
behalf, any pecuniary or other compensation whatever, for or on account of such 
appointment. 

Sworn before me the So help me God. 

31st day of January 1816. 

William Gore. Richard Meade. 



Stamp-Office, Dublin,") 
May 11th 1821. / 



(True Copies.) 

Peter Holmes, Sec r . 
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